COMMISSARIAT
and had amassed material which might one day be of
use to the Intelligence Branch and to British Consular
officers in Persia. I had got through without any such
incident as might have necessitated diplomatic protests
in Tehran which, in turn, might have prejudiced my
further employment. My shoulders and arms still ached
with bruises, the cuts on my head were still unhealed, but
I was not disabled, and by the end of September I was
ready for duty again.
On October 16th the following telegram reached Knox
from Bushire:
* Three Squadrons 39th Central India Horse from Bombay-
will leave Bushire November 1. Wilson should arrange for
supplies at every stage on the route from Kazvin to Isfahan
as follows:
Meat......200 Ib,
Flour......1000
Grain......5000
Fodder.....12,000
Fuel......1000
He may purchase supplies in advance and should lay in
stocks at Shiraz where consular guard will be strengthened
by one squadron. Govt, of India rely upon him to make
economical arrangements/
I was delighted at the prospect of this. I at once
started to make detailed plans beginning at Dashtarjin,
two stages west of Shiraz on the Bushire road, when I
sent supplies over the pass to Mian Kutal. I cleaned out
rooms in the caravansarai, advanced money here, gave
promissory notes there, and did what I could to ensure
that supplies, once laid in, should not be pilfered* Accu-
rate weighing was almost always out of the question.
The conventional scales of weights and prices varied
from place to place. The Indian troops, I knew, would
want milk and tea and sugar, and the officers chickens
and vegetables on payment. Dried fruit and vegetables
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